Porcine submaxillary gland mucin (PSM) contains sialic acid which is susceptible to hydrolysis by the neuraminidase of the type A influenza virus WS, but is essentially resistant to Since the PSM is reported to contain 90 % glycolylneuraminic acid and only 10% acetylneuraminic acid (NIartensson et al., Acta Chem. Scand. 11:1604, 1957 neurotropic virus enzymes are unable to attack the glycolyl-substituted form.
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Confirmation of substrate type as the limiting factor in the interaction of the neurotropic virus J. BACTERIOL. 
